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WIS 35 Corridor Study
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North La Crosse Business Association Meeting 

April 3, 2024
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• Study Overview/Schedule

• Purpose and Need 

• Preliminary Alternatives 
Summary 

• Discussion/Questions

Agenda
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La Crosse Major Study
• Corridors to be evaluated separately

Study Overview
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• Study Limits: US 14/61 to US 53
• Length: 4.8 miles
• Scope:

• Safety Improvements
• Traffic Operations Improvements
• Multimodal Improvements
• Pavement Replacement
• Bridge Maintenance

Study Overview
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WIS 35 Project Schedule 
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JAN 2024 – FEB 2025
Corridor Study

FEB 2025
Signed 

Environmental 
Document

2025 – 2026
Roadway Design

2027
Earliest Construction Start 
Date (pending funding)

2025 2026 20272024
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Draft Purpose & Need Statement

The purpose of the WIS 35 study is to develop 
alternatives that improve safety, address safety-
related traffic operations concerns where 
practicable, and address existing and projected 
infrastructure needs through the design year 
(2050). 

Purpose & Need
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Purpose & Need

Safety – Network Screening

Flagged as Safety Sites of Promise
Screening 

Period
% Corridor 

Flagged
Intersections 

Flagged
2015-2019 75% 18
2016-2020 73% 12
2017-2021 73% 10
2018-2022 N/A 11
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Purpose & Need

Safety – Crash History
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Purpose & Need

Safety – Bicycle & Pedestrian Crashes

Note: Level of Traffic Stress is a nationally-recognized method developed by the Mineta Transportation 
Institute (San Jose St University) to provide a quantitative method for evaluating bicycle facilities.
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Purpose & Need
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Pavement 
replacement

schedule

Infrastructure
• Pavement
• Bridges

Bridge 
Maintenance 

Needs
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Purpose & Need

Traffic Operations
• No delay deficiencies
• Modest backup deficiencies (non-critical)

Future anticipated projects in the La 
Crosse area are shown in green. WIS 35 
is anticipated to be used as an alternate 
route for the traveling public during 
construction.
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Purpose & Need

Multimodal Facilities
• Bicycle
• Pedestrian
• Transit

• ADA sidewalk compliance review

12
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Preliminary Alternatives



35

Preliminary Alternatives

Typical Section 
Example
Segment
Gillette St – Cunningham St

Alternative
Add Bike Lanes

Notes
Remove Parking on One Side

Add Bike Lanes

La Crosse Corridor Study 4/3/2024 14
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Preliminary 
Alternatives

Spot Improvements
Bicycle/Pedestrian Crossing Safety
Potential Improvements
• WisDOT has been brainstorming potential improvements that could 

improve crossing safety at these location and at nearby signalized 
intersections. Site-specific potential improvements are displayed in 
the map above. In addition, potential improvements to be 
considered at the unsignalized intersections with Vine St, Pine St, 
and Badger St. include the following four items shown below:
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55% Crash Reduction* 
(Pedestrian Crashes)

46% Crash Reduction* 
(Pedestrian Crashes)

*Source: Crash Modification Factor Clearinghouse
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Preliminary 
Alternatives

Spot Improvements
WIS 35 & Clinton St Intersection
• The WIS 35 & Clinton St intersection has 

one of the highest intersection crash 
frequencies within the WIS 35 corridor.  This 
intersection has some geometric features 
that contribute to safety concerns for 
vehicular traffic, bicyclists, and pedestrians.
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Bike / Pedestrian Safety
The sidewalk along the west side of WIS 
35 ends short of the crosswalk.  
Pedestrians reaching the end of the 
sidewalk cannot activate the pedestrian 
signals.  Opportunities to improve this 
condition will be explored.

View of WIS 35 Looking Southwest

WIS 35 & Clinton St Intersection Aerial

Area of Concern
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Next Steps & Schedule

4/3/2024La Crosse Corridor Study 17

Technical / Local Officials
Committee Meetings

Public Meetings

Study Phase

• Multimodal Workshop held on March 21, 2024



3535

Questions / Discussion
Contact Information: 

Michelle Howe, Project Manager 
Email: michelle.howe@dot.wi.gov

Phone: 608-246-7967

mailto:michelle.howe@dot.wi.gov
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